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Quonset Hut in transport - 1949 (US Marine Corps Photo).

Diamond Piers allow quick and easy 
installation on any terrain.

Repurposed Quonset Hut (Dodgeville - valdodge.com).
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The case study of the quonset hut as an e�cient mobile structure 
inspired this art studio. It utilizes tube steel construction and 
corrugated metal roo�ng to minimize weight. And like the quonset 
hut, it is based on an 8’x8’ grid to allow transport by a standard �at 
bed truck and forklifted into place on site. The second �oor module 
houses a sleeping loft but also serves as a light well and solar panel 
that can be oriented towards the sun depending on site location. 
This way, the light well always faces north to capture optimum light 
for the artist, while also orienting the solar roof south.

The rest of the art studio is divided into modules that 
accommodate the activities of an artists’ daily life with living 
activities taking place on one end and work activities on the other. 
This way, the light well becomes the center of the studio and can 
be used in a variety of ways. Because the intention of the art studio 
is to attract local artists in the area, the double french doors can be 
opened out onto a porch that can be used as a work space or a 
place to display the artist’s work. This encourages community 
interaction and local awareness of the variety of art that takes place 
in Sisters.

Sisters, Oregon has a high desert climate with cold winters, mild 
summers, and very little precipitation year-round. I took the lead of 
some of the vernacular buildings in the area when considering the 
basic forms and materials of the art studio. Timber is plentiful in the 
region, so I tried to incorporate as much as possible. I also took 
snow loads into careful consideration and designed roofs that 
slope away from areas of potential activity. The winters are harsh so 
the studio is super-insulated with SIPs while the studio can open 
up in the winter to allow for natural ventilation up through the 
sleeping loft.
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